LINE-1 of evidence for fetal oocyte attrition by retrotransposon.
Fetal oocytes in mammals undergo extensive apoptosis during development. In this issue of Developmental Cell, Malki et al. (2014) provide insight into how and why such massive oocyte loss occurs through the demonstration that the expression level of LINE-1 retrotransposon defines the survival threshold and thus viability of fetal oocytes.